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Alternative Energy Committee  
 

 

TIME:   Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 7:30 pm  

 

PLACE: Town of Cohasset Zoom session 

 

ATTENDEES: 

 

Committee Members  Excused Absences 

 

Guests 

Tanya Bodell (chair) 

Deborah Cook 

Michael Schmitt 

Josh Staunton 

Steve Wenner 

 

Town Staff  

Michelle Leary 

Pat Gooding 

 

Unexcused Absences 

 

 

 

Ben Sonnega, Energy Sage 

      

1) CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was officially called to order at 7:55 pm. The committee had difficulty with the 

security protocols of the Zoom link, which created delays before the meeting could begin . 

 

2)      MEETING MINUTES 

  

MOTION:  

Josh Staunton moved to approve the May 12, 2022 minutes, seconded by Tanya Bodell. The 

minutes were approved 4-0, with Steve Wenner unable to participate at that point due to 

problems with the Zoom link . 

 

3) PRESENTATION: Ben Sonnega, Partnership Manager, Energy Sage  

Presentation attached to these minutes. 
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Ben Sonnega from Energy Sage presented to the Alternative Energy Committee. He explained 

the concept of Energy Sage, which is to connect people to solar vendors and to guide them 

through the entire process of installing solar. Although the company is funded by the so lar 

installers, Energy Sage is designed to be vendor neutral and to provide transparency so 

consumers can compare solar quotes from vetted installers.  

 

Energy Sage works with the MA Clean Energy Center and the MA DOE to make sure that 

consumers have access to the most recent grants and rebates. It also provides an Energy Advisor 

who will address the questions and concerns of individual consumers. The Energy Sage website 

offers a solar calculator to determine a homeõs suitability for solar and an extensive collection of 

free informational articles and videos about solar. Ben said that Energy Sage has been found to 

save residents an average of 20% on their solar installations. 

 

Energy Sage also offers benefits for communities that partner with it, including a  free, 

customized landing page for the townõs website, customized educational content and an 

automated metrics tracking dashboard. 

 

The Committee discuss the pros and cons of using Energy Sage for the town. Members asked 

Ben to provide a list of towns that are actively using Energy Sage so the Committee could do 

due diligence before making a recommendation to the Town.  

 

MOTION:  

Debbie Cook made a motion, seconded by Mike Schmitt that the Alternative Energy Committee 

recommend to the Select Board that the Town pursue a partnership with Energy Sage to 

facilitate solar installations pending a positive review from towns that have partnered with 

Energy Sage. The vote was 4-0, with Steve Wenner also supporting the motion on the phone.  

 

ACTION ITEM: Energy Sage will send a Memorandum of Understanding required for the Town 

to have a community-specific solution, and Michelle Leary will have Town Counsel review it. 

 

ACTION ITEM: Debbie Cook will contact five communities with an active partnership with 

Energy Sage to find out how the relationship is working. 

 

4) SUSTAINABILITY 

Tanya Bodell discussed the progress Hingham is making in developing its Climate Action Plan. 

Hingham had its first public meeting on June 15 out of three that are planned. In addition, the 

Climate Action Planning Committee meets almost every other week to discuss key aspects of the 
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plan and allow for the public to participate. The contours of the plan is due in September. The 

first draft of the plan is due in December. Tanya said Cohasset may be able to benefit from the 

lessons learned in Hingham as the process continues. 

 

5) INITIATIVES 

 

Electric Scho ol Bus:  Tanya reported that Enel X received a grant from the Clean Energy 

Center for a demonstration project to investigate how to manage vehicle to grid energy 

transmission. She said the School Committee expressed unanimous support for the project 

to pro ceed with a procurement process as required by municipal law.  The Select Board will 

also vote on whether to proceed at a future meeting. Once the Select Board supports the 

project, Michelle will be able to issue a request for proposal. 

 

Solar Energy RFP: Third party sites are being offered up as a solution given the age of the 

roofs on most of the Townõs buildings. Solect is also reviewing some of the roofs on town 

buildings that are going to be replaced.  

 

BRIC grant : Tanya said the Town would probably not hear anything until July  regarding 

whether the project passed the first set of requirements and will be allowed to pro ceed to 

the next stage of the national competition . 

Go Electric:  Debbie Cook reported she has scheduled a meeting with Brianna Bennett at the 

Hingham Municipal Light Plant to investigate the possibility of a collaboration with  them to 

get the Go Electric Project moving forward.  

 

6) DATA REPORT: Josh Staunton displayed the Chargepoint dashboard that showed a steady 

upward trend in all categories in May: unique drivers were 80+, energy sessions were 300+, 

and almost 5MWh were consumed. 

 

The solar energy array generated approximately $8,000 for the town in May.  

 

7) MATTERS NOT REASONABLY KNOWN IN ADVANCE 

Tanya indicated that she had been approached by a number of leaders in the Town 

regarding whether or not it is time to establish some type of municipal financial structure, 

such as a reserve fund, to hold revenues generated from AEC activities. Such a structure 

would ensure that revenues, grant monies and savings from AEC activities are isolated and 

allowed to be use for designated purposes. For example, the charging stations may start to 
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generate revenues to cover its costs. If a financial vehicle is not created to collect and 

redistribute those revenues, they could get lost in the general fund and allocated for other 

purposes. 

ACTION ITEM: Tanya will research the possibility and options for setting up a financial 

structure to hold revenues generated by AEC projects and grants. 

Tanya reported that she had sent Michelle a proposal to ask the Massachusetts Clean Energy 

Center for $20,000 to $30,000 to fund backup battery storage at Harborview. She had 

already spoken to two committees in town with funds that may choose to match the grant.  

The application needs to be filed with the MassCEC by June 17, 2020. 

8)  NEXT MEETINGS 

Alternative Energy Committee meetings are generally held on the second Thursday of the 

month (unless adjusted for holidays) at 7:30 pm. The next meetings currently are planned for: 

 

¶ July 14, 2022 

¶ August 11, 2022 

 

10)  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mike Schmitt made a motion to adjourn , and Josh Staunton seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously. The meeting ended at 9:24pm.  
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SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS 

 

All Members  

¶ Request authorization from the Select Board to pursue information concerning Climate 

Action Plans. 

¶ Request the Select Board to allow the Alternative Energy Committee to move forward on 

using the Green House Gas grant from MAPC for a Green House Gas Inventory. 

¶ Research grant opportunities for funding alternative energy solutions for the Town. 

¶ Collect links for Climate Action Plans in other MA towns. 

 

Tanya Bodell  

¶ Tanya to continue with outreach to Town Committees to describe the Cohasset 

Microgrid Project and BRIC grant applications. 

¶ Arrange for presentation about hydrogen at an upcoming meeting.  

¶ Research the possibility of using hydrogen to power the proposed microgridõs rotating 

generator. 

¶ Tanya and Michelle Leary to continue open communications with the Town Hall 

Renovation Committee regarding potential backup options and grant opportunities.  

¶ Raise the potential need to start charging for electricity consumed at the electric 

charging stations. 

¶ Research possibility of a financial structure, such as a reserve fund, to hold funds 

generated by AEC projects to use for clean energy projects. 

 

Debbie Cook 

¶ Continue to pursue monitoring  effort of the Go Electric Project. 

¶ Work with Steve Wenner on marketing plan for electrical aggregation. 

¶ Research five townsõ experiences working with Energy Sage. 

 

Pat Gooding  

¶ Research Climate Action Plans in other communities to provide the basis for 

development of a Cohasset-specific Climate Action Plan. 
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Michelle Leary   

¶ Michelle put a link to Good Energyõs website on AEC webpage and plan to put it on 

Cohassetõs homepage in a prominent position as soon as the project is underway. 

¶ Michelle Leary to pass along the sample contract to Cohassetõs Town Manager and Town 

Counsel for review. 

¶ Work with Tanya and Faisal to explore waste to heat systems to obtain sufficient 

background to decide whether the topic has potential opportunity in Cohasset.  

 

Josh Staunton  

¶ Discuss social media planning for the AEC at an upcoming meeting. 

 

Steve Wenner  

¶ Work with Good Energy to the extent any other assistance is needed to finalize the DPU 

approval process. 

¶ Develop the outline  of a marketing plan to ensure the details of the Community Choice 

Aggregation Plan and residential options are publicized. 

¶ Steve Wenner and Debbie Cook to develop a marketing plan with Good Energy present 

to the AEC. 
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ATTACHMENT 1: 

ENERGY SAGE PRESENTATION 
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