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TOWN OF COHASSET
WARRANT FOR 2018
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
APRIL 30th FOR THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS
MAY 12th FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NORFOLK, ss
To the Constables of the Town of Cohasset, in the County of Norfolk.
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify and warn the
inhabitants of the Town of Cohasset who are qualified to vote in Elections and Town Affairs to meet
at the Cohasset High School, in the Sullivan Gymnasium.
MONDAY, THE THIRTIETH DAY OF APRIL, 2018.
AT 7:00 O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING

Article 1:

Annual Town Report

To act upon the reports of the various Town Officers as printed in the Annual Town Report for 2017,
or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This article asks the Town Meeting to accept the reports of the
Town Officers printed in the Annual Town Report for Calendar Year 2017. Copies of the Town
Report are available in the Town Clerk’s Office and the Office of the Board of Selectmen.
Article 2:

Reports of Committees

To hear the reports of any Committee heretofore chosen and act thereon, or to take any other action
related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This article provides an opportunity for Boards and Committees to
present a report directly to the Annual Town Meeting. As of the printing of this Warrant, Reports
will be presented by the Master Plan Committee and 250th Anniversary Committee.

Article 3:

Operating Budget

To see if the Town will vote to fix salaries and compensation of Elected Officers, and to see what
sums the Town will vote to raise and appropriate from available funds or otherwise, for the payment
of the salaries and compensation, expenses, equipment and outlays, capital and otherwise, of the
several Town Departments, including the enterprise funds for the Water Department and Sewer
Department, for the ensuing fiscal year, or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This article requests Town Meeting to accept the Town Manager’s
Proposed Fiscal 2019 Operating Budget as set forth in APPENDIX A of this Warrant booklet.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
School Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0 (as to school budget)
Article 4:

Unpaid Bills from Previous Years

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow,
pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum or sums of money, to be expended by the Town Manager,
to pay for unpaid bills of the Town, the Water Commission and/or Sewer Commission from previous
fiscal years, or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This article is required in case funding from available funds is
needed to pay for bills incurred by the Town from previous fiscal years that for one reason or
another were not paid during the particular fiscal year in which the bill was received. Bills total in
the total amount of $___0.00___ and break down as follows:
Department
NONE

Vendor
AT

Amount
THIS

Board of Selectmen: Recommendation at Town Meeting, if needed
Advisory Committee: Recommendation at Town Meeting, if needed

Description
TIME

Article 5:

Supplemental Appropriations for Fiscal 2018

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute
and/or transfer from available funds, a sum or sums of money, to be expended by the Town
Manager, needed by various departmental budgets and appropriations to complete the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2018 or to decrease or otherwise adjust any budget line item as appropriated by the
town at the May 1, 2017 Annual Town Meeting or the December 4, 2017 Special Town Meeting, or
to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This article requests additional funding for various departmental
budgets that are experiencing a shortfall for Fiscal 2018.
Action
Supplemental Appropriation:
Workers Comp

Amount
$7,582

From
Free Cash

To
Budget

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 6:

Stabilization and other Special Funds

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds and/or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to be deposited into the Capital Stabilization
Fund, the OPEB Trust Fund, the General Stabilization Fund, the Sewer Capital Stabilization Fund,
or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article proposes that Town Meeting appropriate funds
available from general revenue and other available revenue, and place them into the following
funds:
Amount
$50,000
$100,000
$1,125,697
$171,470

Source of Funds
General Revenues
General Revenues
General Revenues
Sewer General Revenues

Fund
General Stabilization
OPEB Trust Fund
Capital Stabilization
Sewer Capital Stabilization

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Sewer Commission: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 3-0

Article 7: Town Hall Renovation
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute
and/or transfer from available funds, a sum or sums of money, to be expended for the creation of
detailed engineered design and construction plans, the conducting of a bidding process, and the
reconstruction and addition to Town Hall, or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article authorizes funding for the Town Hall renovation and
reconstruction project, prepared by the Town Hall Building Committee under the direction of the
Board of Selectmen. The Building Committee has worked intensively on this project in collaboration
with numerous Town boards and committees, participating and presenting at more than 70 public
meetings during 2017 and 2018.
In December of 2017 Special Town Meeting approved $300,000 to complete a schematic design for
the project, following work on a feasibility study which was conducted earlier in the year. This
Article will authorize funding to complete design and engineering work, renovate the Historic Town
Hall, and build a new addition in the amount of $12,500,000, which includes $4,000,000 of
Community Preservation funds (split into a $1,500,000 grant from available CPC revenue, and a
$2,500,000 bond to be supported by future CPC revenue) and a proposed $8,500,000 bond to be
supported by a debt exclusion vote which will appear on the May 12th Annual Town Election ballot.
For more information on this project, please visit the Town website at www.cohassetma.org and
click on the Annual Town Meeting link, and visit the Town Hall Building Committee page at
http://www.cohassetma.org/446/Town-Hall-Building-Committee
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 6-2
Capital Budget Committee: Not Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Community Preservation Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 6-1

Article 8:

Capital Improvements Budget

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum of money to fund various capital improvements, capital
projects and/or capital equipment for the various departments, boards, commissions and agencies of
the Town, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the CAPITAL BUDGET COMMITTEE

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article proposes funding for a variety of capital projects and
equipment as described in the tables below:

A. Enterprise Funds
Enterprise Fund
Purpose

Amount

Water Department

Tank Maintenance

$400,000

Total Water Department

$400,000

CBC
Recommendation
For Approval 3-0

B. General Fund
Department

Purpose

Amount

Public Works

Salt Shed Repairs

$15,000

CBC
Recommendation
For Approval 3-0

Public Works

Fuel Depot, incl. pumps, electronics,
software and vehicle diagnostics
Heavy-Haul Tractor lease
Six-wheel Dump Truck w/ plow & sander
Two (2) Passenger Vans
Ladder 1 Corrosion Repairs (reimburse
Reserve Fund)
Hydraulic Rescue Tools
Electronic Document Management
(EDM) Software
Process Migration to EDM – Phase I

$63,000

For Approval 4-0

$42,000
$160,000
$50,000
$44,000

For Approval 4-0
For Approval 3-0
For Approval 3-0
For Approval 4-0

$40,000
$56,000

For Approval 4-0
For Approval 3-0

$33,000

For Approval 3-0

Two (2) Police Cars
Milliken Field Shed
Water Heater Replacement at CMHS
Sidewalk/Stair Improvements at CMHS
School Bus Lease
Wall Safety Pads for JOS and DH Gyms
Automated External Defibrillators (AED)
Alumni Field Track Repair
Document Cameras for 21st Century
Classrooms
Total – General Fund

$91,000
$25,000
$35,000
$87,000
$122,000
$16,000
$12,900
$87,000
$18,000

For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 4-0
For Approval 3-0

Public Works
Public Works
Elder Affairs
Fire Department
Fire Department
Information
Technology
Information
Technology
Police
Recreation
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools

$996,900

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Capital Budget Committee: Recommend Approval as noted in the Chart
School Committee (on School Items): Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0

Article 9:

Departmental Revolving Funds

To see what spending limits the Town will set for revolving accounts established pursuant to Section
53E1/2 of Chapter 44 of the General Laws and Section 10 of Article VI of the Town of Cohasset
General Bylaws for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018 and ending on June 30, 2019, or to take
any action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the TOWN MANAGER
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article will establish the annual spending limits for the
Town’s revolving funds as noted in the table below
Revolving Fund
Conservation & Storm water
Food Permits
Elder Affairs Programs
Recreation Programs

Spending Authority
Town Manager, up to $100,000
Director of Public Health, with Town Manager approval, up to
$50,000
Director of Elder Affairs, with Town Manager approval, up to
$100,000
Director of Recreation, with Town Manager approval, up to $950,000

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 10:

Funds for Road Repair and Maintenance

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds and/or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum to be expended by the Town Manager for road repairs and
maintenance projects as identified by the Department of Public Works, or to take any other action
related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the TOWN MANAGER
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article will allocate $212,000 to fund additional road repairs
and maintenance projects throughout the Town to supplement Chapter 90 state highway assistance.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Capital Budget Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0

Article 11:

Allocation of Funds for One Time Cost

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money for funding one-time expenditures and projects, or
to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the TOWN MANAGER
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article would provide funding from available funds for the
following:
Amount
$85,000

Source of Funds
Free Cash

Project
Regional Sewer Study

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 12:

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 91 Liability

To see if the Town will vote to assume liability in the manner provided by the MGL Chapter 91,
Section 29, as amended, for all damages that may be incurred by the work to be performed by the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for the improvement, development
maintenance, and protection of tidal and non-tidal rivers and streams, great ponds, harbors,
tidewaters, foreshores, and shores along a public beach in accordance with Section 11 of said
Chapter 91 and to authorize the Selectmen to execute and deliver bond on indemnity therefore to the
Commonwealth, or to take any other action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This is an annual article and is a prerequisite for state funds for
performing work in Cohasset Harbor and along the shoreline.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 13:

Additional Real Estate Exemptions

To see if the town will vote to accept Section 4 of Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986 to grant an
additional real estate tax exemption of not more than one hundred percent (100%). Such additional
exemption may be granted to persons who qualify for property tax exemptions under clauses 17, 17C
½, 17D, 22, 22A, 22B, 22C, 22D, 22E, 37, 37A, 41, 41B, 41C, 42 and 43 of Section 5 of Chapter 59
of the Massachusetts General Laws and also, to see if the town will vote to accept the amendment of
Clause 41C in accordance with Chapter 184, Section 51 of the Acts of 2002, to subsequently grant
an additional real estate tax exemption of not more than one hundred percent (100%). Such
additional exemption may be granted to persons who qualify for property tax exemption under
clause 41C of Section 5 of Chapter 59 of the Massachusetts General Laws, or to take any other
action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the BOARD OF ASSESSORS
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: Annual article from the Board of Assessors. Part 1 acceptance of
Section 4 of Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986 doubles the exemption for qualified elderly, veterans and
legally blind taxpayers. For example, a veteran with at least a 10% service related disability would
receive a $400 real estate tax exemption. If this article is adopted, that veteran would receive an
$800 exemption. Part 2 acceptance of the amendment of Clause 41C, Elderly with low income,
doubles the exemption for qualified elderly taxpayers. For example, a qualified elderly taxpayer
would receive a $500 exemption which would double to $1,000 under Part 1 above and double to
$2,000 under Part 2. This was adopted to benefit seniors on fixed incomes who have been taxpayers
in Cohasset for many years and are finding it increasingly difficult to pay their taxes.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 14:

POW Excise Exemption

To see if the town will vote to accept Section 1 of Chapter 60A of the Massachusetts General Laws,
the actual text which is set forth below, to grant a motor vehicle exemption for former Prisoners of
War or their surviving spouse, or to take any other action related thereto:
“In any city or town which accepts the provisions of this sentence, by a vote of the city council with
the approval of the mayor, in a town, by a vote of the town meeting, and in a municipality having a
town council form of government, by a vote of the town council. The excise tax imposed by this
section shall not apply to a motor vehicle owned and registered by or leased to a former prisoner of
war defined as any regularly appointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted member of the military forces
of the United States who was captured, separated and incarcerated by an enemy of the United States
during an armed conflict; provided, however, that the excise tax shall not apply to a motor vehicle
owned and registered by or leased to the surviving spouse of a deceased former prisoner of war,
until such time as the surviving spouse remarries or fails to renew such registration."
Board of Selectmen for the BOARD OF ASSESSORS

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This is a local option that will enable former Prisoners of War or
their surviving spouse to receive an exemption from Motor Vehicle Excise Tax. To date, we have not
had any applicants. This local option provision will enable the Board of Assessors to exempt motor
vehicle excise tax for qualified applicants commencing in Fiscal Year 2019.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 15:

Community Preservation Committee

To see if the Town will vote to hear and act on recommendations by the Community Preservation
Committee for Fiscal Year 2018 pursuant to Chapter 44B of the General Laws, also known as the
Community Preservation Act: to implement such recommendations by appropriating and/or
reserving a sum or sums of money from the Community Preservation Fund established pursuant to
such Act for (i) the administrative expenses and all other necessary and proper expenses of the
Community Preservation Committee; (ii) the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space;
(iii) the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of historic resources; (iv) the
acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of land for recreational use; (v) the
acquisition and preservation of historic resources; (vi) the acquisition, creation, preservation and
support of community housing; and (vii) the rehabilitation or restoration of open space and
community housing acquired or created under such Act; upon the recommendation of the
Community Preservation Committee, to amend any votes previously adopted by Town Meeting on
prior recommendations of the Community Preservation Committee; to authorize the Board of
Selectmen with the approval of the Community Preservation Committee, to acquire by purchase, gift
or eminent domain such real property interests in the name of or enforceable by the Town, or to
authorize the conveyance of such real property interests, enforceable by third parties, as may be
required by the Community Preservation Act, acting by and through the Board of Selectmen or such
other Town board as the Board of Selectmen may designate, including real property interests in the
form of permanent affordable housing restrictions, historical preservation restrictions and
conservation restrictions that will meet the requirements of Chapter 184 of the General Laws, as may
be necessary or proper to carry out the foregoing; or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: Under the Community Preservation Act, the Community
Preservation Committee is required each year to make recommendations to the Annual Town
Meeting as to how the Community Preservation funds raised through local taxation and state
matching funds are to be spent. A recommendation to the Annual Town Meeting is required even if
the Committee recommends that money be reserved rather than spent. The Community Preservation
Committee is recommending the following projects be approved:

Source of Funds
CPC Revenue
CPC Revenue
CPC Revenue
CPC Revenue
Source of Funds
Open Space/Rec 5.
Sub-Account
Open Space / Rec
Sub-Account
CPC FY19 Revenue
Historical SubAccount
CPC FY19 Revenue
CPC FY19 Revenue

Use of Funds
1. Open Space / Recreation Sub-Account
2. Historical Sub-Account
3. Affordable Housing Sub-Account
4. Administrative Sub-Account
Projects
5. Nike Building Upgrades/Turkey Hill Reservation

Amount
$54,500
$54,500
$54,500
$27,250
Amount
$10,000

6. Updating Deer Hill, Osgood, Sohier &
Beechwood Street Playgrounds
7. Updating Deer Hill, Osgood, Sohier &
Beechwood Street Playgrounds
8. Historical Society HVAC

$44,500

9. CYBSA Renovation of Dugouts & Bleachers
10. Debt Payment – Land Acquisition, Article 12 (e)
2004 ATM

$45,000
$24,117

$55,500
$30,000

Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0, except item 9 Recommend approval
by a vote of 5-3
CPC:
Recommend Approval by a Vote of 7-0

Article 16: Amendments to the South Shore Vocational School District Agreement
To see if the Town will vote to accept the amendments to the South Shore Vocational School
District Agreement, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sign the amended agreement on
behalf of the Town, or to take any action related thereto.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: The proposed amendments update the Agreement, which can be
found on the Town website, as follows:
Preamble: Edits to incorporate Whitman and Hanson into the district preamble and removal of any
obsolete language (there and elsewhere) that referenced their entry in 1982;
Section I and Section IV primarily: Removal of obsolete language that dealt with the initial
formation of the district in 1960, including the initial school committee formation and initial budget;
Section I: Statement that Massachusetts General Laws will take precedence if there is a conflict
with regional agreement language;
Section II: The school may be located in any town in the district;
Section V: Insertion of legal references as needed, including mention of the Chapter 70 funding
formula;
Section V: Clarification on the categories of assessment information provided to towns, to match
what we have been providing towns already;

Section V: Clarification in several places on 'fiscal year' versus 'calendar year' to avoid confusion;
Section V and Section VIII: More detailed explanation on how a new member town is admitted and
how the town would be assessed in its first three years of membership. Language allows the
regional school committee to negotiate potential 'buy in' costs for a new town. [Note: Towns cannot
be admitted without amending the agreement, which requires action at town meetings.];
Section VI: New section organized to explain incurring of debt process options. Specific reference
to statutory options the district has to authorize debt: a majority vote in favor at each town meeting;
a majority vote at 2/3rds of the town meetings, with a caveat that those dissenting towns do not have
to pay the debt; a district-wide ballot question on the debt;
Section VIII and IX: Reducing the number of towns needed (from unanimous to 2/3rds) to amend
the agreement in the future and to allow a town to enter or withdraw from the district;
Section IX: Clarifies that withdrawing towns may still have financial obligations to the district.
Clarifies the withdrawal process;
Section X: Clarifies the district's use of non-resident tuition under the statute;
Section XI: Clarifies the purpose of an Annual Report to reflect current State requirements.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Article 17: Acceptance of Chapter 90 s. 17 of the General Laws
To see if the town will vote to accept chapter 90 s. 17 of the General Laws, the text of which is
provided below to enable the town to establish certain speed limits in the town, or to take any other
action related thereto:
Section 17C. (a) Notwithstanding section 17 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the
city council, the transportation commissioner of the city of Boston, the board of selectmen, park
commissioners, a traffic commission or traffic director of a city or town that accepts this section in
the manner provided in section 4 of chapter 4 may, in the interests of public safety and without
further authority, establish a speed limit of 25 miles per hour on any roadway inside a thickly settled
or business district in the city or town on any way that is not a state highway.
(b) Upon establishing a speed limit under this section, the city or town shall notify the department.
The operation of a motor vehicle at a speed in excess of a speed limit established under this section
shall be a violation of section 17.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This will allow the Board of Selectmen to adjust speed limits on
local roadways without the requirement for a formal traffic study as is currently required.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 18: Recodification of the Cohasset General Bylaws
To see if the Town will vote the following re-codification of the Cohasset Zoning Bylaw or take any
other action related thereto:
1. Renumbering:
To renumber and recaption the General Bylaws of the Town by (a) assigning a chapter/article
number to each of the General Bylaws; (b) renumbering each section of each bylaw accordingly; (c)
inserting chapter, article and section titles; and (d) updating internal references to reflect the new
numbering system, all as set forth in the Final Draft of the Code of the Town of Cohasset, dated
February 2018, on file with the Town Clerk, and
2. Technical Revisions to the Cohasset General Bylaws:
To adopt the following general and specific revisions to the Zoning Bylaw as set forth in the Final
Draft of the Code of the Town of Cohasset dated February 2018, on file with the Town Clerk
(underlined text is added; text in brackets or struck out is deleted) and as described below as follows:
3. General Revisions:
Article VII, § 41, Licenses and permits; collections, of the General Bylaws is repealed. [Note: The
subject matter of this section is covered by Article VI, § 9, included in the Final Draft as Chapter 12,
§ 12-8, Denial, suspension or revocation of license or permit for failure to pay taxes or other
charges. Section 41 is being repealed to eliminate the duplication.]
References to the Massachusetts General Laws are standardized to the following format: MGL c. __,
§ ___.
4. Specific Revisions:
Chapter 1, General Provisions.
Section 1-1 is amended as follows: "These articles chapters shall constitute the bylaws of the Town
of Cohasset."
Section 1-5 is amended as follows: "The invalidity of any article chapter or section of these bylaws
shall not affect the validity of any article chapter, section or bylaw otherwise valid, and these bylaws
shall remain in effect as amended from time to time, except for those articles chapters or sections
thereof which are determined to be invalid."
Chapter 12, Finance.
Section 12-7A is amended as follows: "except as may be otherwise be required by law."

Section 12-8F is amended to delete "bicycle permits, MGL c. 85, § 11A." [Note: This section of the
General Laws was repealed by St. 2008, c. 525.]
Chapter 30, Officers, Boards and Committees.
Sections 30-10 and 30-18 are amended to update the reference to MGL c. 39, § 23B (repealed by St.
2009, c. 28) to MGL c. 30A, §§ 18 to 25.
Section 30-22H is amended as follows: "All moneys realized from and all sales shall be turned over
to the Town Treasurer-Collector."
Section 30-25A is amended as follows: "Thereafter when the term of a member expires, the Town
shall elect by a ballot a member of the Board Committee to serve for three years and until his
successor is qualified."
Sections 30-27C, 30-32A and C and 30-38H are amended to update the reference to the Department
of Community Affairs to the Department of Housing and Community Development.
Section 30-28F is amended to change "Board of Water Commissioners" to "Water Commission."
Section 30-38J is amended to change "all of the Town's Zoning Bylaws" to "the Town's Zoning
Bylaw."
Section 30-42D is amended to update the reference to the Department of Public Works to the
Department of Environmental Protection.
Section 30-44D is amended to delete the fee schedule and read as follows: "Fees for sealing
weighing or measuring devices are set by the Board of Selectmen."
Section 30-51C is amended as follows: "Except as otherwise provided by these bylaws, the Public
Works Superintendent shall make rules and regulations for the operation of the Department of Public
Works, shall be responsible for its efficiency, and shall have control of all vehicles and equipment
used by the Department."
Section 30-51D(1) is amended to change "Recycling/Transfer Station Facility" to "Recycling
Transfer Facility."
Section 30-51D(4) is amended as follows: "Maintenance of off-road infrastructure for other
departments such as public safety, environment, health and schools;"
Section 30-68A(4) is amended to change "Board of Park Commissioners" to "Board of Selectmen."
Section 30-68A(6) and D are amended to change "Open Space Committee" to "Open Space and
Recreation Committee."
Section 30-69 is amended as follows for consistency with MGL c. 44, § 55C:

Subsection A(1) is amended as follows: "The purpose of the Trust is to provide for the creation
and preservation of affordable housing in the Town of Cohasset for low- and moderate-income
households and for the funding of community housing, as defined in and in accordance with the
provisions of MGL c. 44B."
Subsection B(1) is amended as follows:
To accept and receive real property, personal property or money, by gift, grant, contribution,
devise or transfer, from any person, firm, corporation or other public or private entity, including
but not limited to money, grants of funds or other property tendered to the Trust in connection
with the provisions of the Cohasset Zoning Bylaw or General Bylaws, or any general or special
law or any other source, including money from the Community Preservation Act, MGL c. 44B;
provided, however, that any such money received from MGL c. 44B shall be used exclusively
for community housing and shall remain subject to all the rules, regulations and limitations of
that chapter when expended by the Trust, and such funds shall be accounted for separately by the
Trust, and provided further that at the end of each fiscal year the Trust shall ensure that all
expenditures of funds received from said MGL c. 44B are reported to the Community
Preservation Committee of the Town for inclusion in the Community Preservation Initiatives
Report, Form CP-3, to the Department of Revenue;
Subsection B(6) is amended to add "grant agreements" after "releases."
Section 30-69F is amended to change "Treasurer" to "Treasurer-Collector."
Section 30-69G(1) is amended to update the reference to Sections 23A, 23B and 23C of Chapter 39
of the General Laws (all repealed by St. 2009, c. 28) to MGL c. 30A, §§ 18 to 25.
Chapter 69, Animals.
Section 69-7 is amended to change "Violations of this section of the bylaw" to "Violations of § 696."
Chapter 80, Building Construction.
Section 80-1 is amended to change "Board of Appeals" to "Zoning Board of Appeals" and "Zoning
Bylaws" to "Zoning Bylaw."
Sections 80-1 and 80-6 are amended to change "Building Commissioner" to "Building Inspector."
Chapter 89, Businesses.
Section 89-4 is amended to correct the reference to MGL c. 11, § 31A, to MGL c. 111, § 31A.
Chapter 112, Fire Prevention.

Section 112-6 is amended to change the fine from $15 to $25 (parking in fire lanes).
Chapter 125, Hazardous Materials.
Sections 125-3B(3), E(1) and F(1) and 125-5B are amended to update the references to 527 CMR
9.00, Board of Fire Prevention Regulations for Tanks and Containers, to 527 CMR 1.00,
Massachusetts Comprehensive Fire Safety Code.
Section 125-3G(1) is amended as follows: "Except as provided in Subsection G(2) below, no tank
may be abandoned in place."
Chapter 132, Historic District.
Section 132-6A is amended as follows: "no building or structure within the district shall be
constructed or altered in any way that affects exterior architectural features unless the Commission
shall first have issued a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate of nonapplicability, or a certificate
of hardship with respect to such construction or alteration."
Section 132-11B is amended to change the maximum fine for violations of this bylaw from $500 to
$300 (pursuant to MGL c. 40, § 21).
Chapter 144, Junk and Secondhand Dealers.
Section 144-3 is added to read as follows (pursuant to MGL c. 140, § 55):
Whoever acts as a collector of, dealer in or keeper of a shop for the purchase, sale or barter of
junk, old metals or secondhand articles without a license, or in any other place or manner than
that designated in his license or after notice to him that his license has been revoked, or violates
any rule, regulation or restriction adopted by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to MGL c. 140, §
54, shall forfeit $20.
Chapter 180, Peace and Good Order.
Section 180-1 is amended to change "Town Disposal Area" to "Recycling Transfer Facility."
Chapter 184, Peddling and Soliciting.
Section 184-8 is amended to update the license renewal fee from $25 to $75 (to be consistent with
§ 184-3B).
Chapter 198, Sewers.
Section 198-4 is amended as follows: "The Board of Sewer Commissioners Sewer Commission may,
by vote at a regular meeting of such Board Commission, prescribe, fix, impose and collect charges,
fees, assessments and the like pursuant to the Act."

Chapter 205, Signs and Billboards.
Section 205-1 is amended as follows: "No person, firm, association, or corporation shall erect,
display, or maintain within the limits of the Town a billboard, sign, or other outdoor advertising
device, except those accepted authorized by MGL c. 93, §§ 30 and 32, or by additions to or
amendments of said sections."
Section 205-3 is added to read as follows: "Signs are also subject to Article 6, Sign Regulations, of
Chapter 300, Zoning."
Section 205-4 is amended to change "a fine of not more than $500" to "a fine of not more than $300"
(pursuant to MGL c. 40, § 21).
Chapter 211, Smoking.
Section 211-2 is amended as follows:
In the opening sentence: "For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and
their definitions derivations shall have the meaning given herein:"
In the definition of "employee": "Any individual[,] who performs services for an employee employer
in return for wages or profit."
Chapter 217, Solid Waste.
Section 217-1 is amended to change "recycling and transfer station" to "Recycling Transfer
Facility."
Section 217-4C is amended as follows: "Upon failure of said owner or operator to comply with this
article or regulations adopted pursuant thereto."
Section 217-10 is amended to change "regulations promulgated thereto" to "regulations promulgated
thereunder."
Chapter 228, Streets and Sidewalks.
Sections 228-7 and 228-11 are amended to add "Violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of
$20" (pursuant to MGL c. 85, § 10).
The definition of "abutter" in § 228-13 is amended as follows: "All definitions including include
abutting owners of another town, if applicable."
Section 228-14E is amended to update the reference to the Massachusetts Highway Department to
the Massachusetts Department of Transportation.

Section 228-16G is amended as follows: "The Planning Board shall make a decision to issue or deny
a scenic road work permit within 21 days after closing the public hearing, and the decision shall be
filed with the Town Clerk within that time."
Chapter 244, Vehicles and Traffic.
Section 244-10 is amended as follows, pursuant to MGL c. 40, § 21(24):
No person or body shall leave an unauthorized vehicle within a parking space designated as
reserved for vehicles owned and operated by disabled veterans or handicapped persons as
authorized in § 244-9 of this article or in such manner as to obstruct a curb ramp designated for use
by disabled veterans or handicapped persons as means of ingress or egress to a street or public
way. The penalty for violation shall be as follows: $15; for the second offense $25; and for each
subsequent offense the vehicle may be removed in accordance with the provisions of MGL c. 266,
§ 120D. The penalty for violation shall be $100 and the vehicle shall be subject to removal in
accordance with MGL c. 40, § 22D.
Chapter 260, Wetlands Protection.
Section 260-3A (2) is amended as follows: "Written notice has been given to the Conservation
Commission prior to commencement of work;"
BOARD OF SELECTMAN

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: The Town Clerk with the Town Manager engaged the services of
General Code Inc. of Rochester New York to review and analyze our General Bylaws and our
Zoning Bylaws. General Code reports that since 1961 it has done 3000 codifications
for municipalities in 30 states and Canada. As a result of this engagement, General Code, working
with Town Counsel, has prepared a recodification of both our General Bylaws and our Zoning
Bylaws to correct citations and references and fix conflicts, duplication, inconsistencies, and
compliance with state statutory requirements. The recodification does not make substantive changes
in our bylaws and instead cleans up language and gathers our legislation together by topic and
orders it into a systematic Code of Laws that lets people easily locate specific legislated areas of
interest. General Code’s recodification comes in two parts: Article 19 addresses General
Code’s recodification of the General Bylaws and Article 20 addresses General Code’s recodification
of our Zoning Bylaw.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0

Article 19:

Recodification of the Cohasset Zoning Bylaw

To see if the Town will vote the following re-codification of the Cohasset Zoning Bylaw, or take any
other action related thereto:
1. Renumbering:
To renumber and re-caption the Zoning Bylaw of the Town by (a) designating the Zoning Bylaw as
Chapter 300 of the Code of the Town of Cohasset; (b) renumbering each section and subsection of
the bylaw accordingly; (c) inserting article and section titles; and (d) updating internal references to
reflect the new numbering system, all as set forth in the Final Draft of the Code of the Town of
Cohasset dated February 2018, on file with the Town Clerk,. And
2. Technical Revisions to the Cohasset Zoning Bylaw:
To adopt the following general and specific revisions to the Zoning Bylaw as set forth in the Final
Draft of the Code of the Town of Cohasset dated February 2018, on file with the Town Clerk
(underlined text is added; text in brackets or struck out is deleted and as described below as follows::
3. General Revisions:
References to the Massachusetts General Laws are standardized to the following format: MGL c. __,
§ ___.
References to the "Board of Appeals" are amended to "Zoning Board of Appeals."

4. Specific Revisions:
The definition of "dwelling, multifamily" in § 300-2.1 is amended to change "Cohasset Zoning
Bylaws" to "Cohasset Zoning Bylaw."
The definition of "residential gross floor area" in § 300-2.1 is amended to change "these bylaws" to
"this bylaw."
Section 300-3.1A is amended to change "Residential A, B, and C" to "Residence A, B, and C."
Section 300-3.1B is amended to change "Floodplain and Watershed District" to "Floodplain and
Watershed Protection District" and to add "Ground-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Installations
Overlay District."
Section 300-4.3D(1) is amended to change "trailer coach park" to "mobile home park."
Section 300-4.3D(2) is amended to change "No zoning ordinance or bylaw shall" to "This bylaw
shall not."

Section 300-4.3N(2) is amended to change "For the purposes of this bylaw/ordinance" to "For the
purposes of this bylaw."
Section 300-4.3N(3) is amended to change "Inspector of Buildings" to "Building Inspector."
Section 300-6.1E is amended as follows: "Whosoever violates any provision of this article or any
lawful order of the Building Inspector shall be punished by a fine of $100 per day, each day being a
separate offensesubject to a penalty as provided in § 300-12.2K of this bylaw."
Section 300-6.2A is amended as follows: "Sheet banners or temporary signs advertising a public
entertainment[,] or charitable, religious, or educational event, and on issuance of a permit by the
Building Inspector, may be displayed in locations approved by the Building Inspector 14 days prior
to and seven days after the event.
Section 300-7.2G is amended to change "occupancy permits" to "certificates of occupancy."
Section 300-9.2 is amended to change "Floodplain District" to "Floodplain and Watershed Protection
District."
Section 300-9.3 is amended as follows: "any building, structure, use, or land included within the
Floodplain and Watershed Protection District shall also be deemed to be within the particular district
or districts in which it is located."
Section 300-9.12B is amended to change "Floodplain District" to "Floodplain and Watershed
Protection District."
Section 300-9.12D is amended to change "Floodplain District" to "Floodplain and Watershed
Protection District."
The definition of "homes association" in § 300-10.1 is amended to "homeowners' association."
Section 300-10.6A is amended as follows: "The number of building lots and/or the number of
buildings to be constructed within the parcel may not exceed the number of building lots of said
parcel under this bylaw."
Section 300-10.11A(1)(a) and (b) are amended to change "homes association" to "homeowners'
association."
Section 300-12.1 is amended as follows: "The Building Inspector appointed by the SelectmenTown
Manager shall enforce the provision of this bylaws bylaw as hereinafter provided.
Section 300-12.5 is amended to change "the provisions of the ordinance or bylaw" to "the provisions
of this bylaw."
Section 300-14.6E(2)(a) is amended as follows: "Provisions to protect against the discharge of
hazardous materials or wastes to the environment due to spillage, accidental damage, corrosion,

leakage, or vandalism, including spill containment and cleanup procedures; materials and wastes
with impervious floor surfaces;
Section 300-14.7 is amended to change "these bylaws" to "this bylaw."
Section 300-15.2D is amended to change "occupancy permits" to "certificates of occupancy."
Section 300-15.2O is amended to change "Building Commissioner" to "Building Inspector."
Section 300-16.1B is amended to change "Cohasset Zoning Bylaws" to "Cohasset Zoning Bylaw."
Section 300-17.8A(4) is amended to change "back yard" to "rear yard."
Section 300-17.9A(1) is amended as follows: "No less than 10 less than 10% of the total number of
dwelling units shall be eligible for qualification."
Section 300-18.1A(1)(b) and (c) are amended to change "low or moderate income apartments" to
"low- or moderate-income dwelling units."
Section 300-18.1C is amended to change "of these zoning bylaws" to "of this Zoning Bylaw."
The definition of "special permit granting authority" in § 300-19.2 is amended to change "Board
designated by zoning ordinance or bylaw with the authority to issue permits" to "The Planning
Board is the special permit granting authority for wind energy conversion facilities."
Section 300-20.1D is amended to change "this article of the bylaws" to "this article of the bylaw."
Section 300-20.1E is amended to change "these bylaws" to "this bylaw."
Section 300-20.4B is amended as follows: "Prior to obtaining a building permit[,] for construction,
installation or modification, GMSP installations shall undergo solar photovoltaic installation site
plan review by the SPRA as provided below."
Section 300-20.5B is amended to change "these Zoning Bylaws" to "this Zoning Bylaw."
Section 300-21.4 is amended to change "the Zoning Bylaws" to "the Zoning Bylaw."
In the Table of Area Regulations Note 4 is amended as follows:
The requirement that each lot must contain at least 60,000 square feet is varied to the extent that
so long as no lot or subdivided lot may contain less than 20,000 square feet if the average size of
the areas of all the lots contained in a subdivision plan of said lot or of said adjacent lots shall
amount to at least 60,000 square feet (exclusive of ways and roads).
Board of Selectmen for the PLANNING BOARD

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: The Town Clerk with the Town Manager engaged the services of
General Code Inc. of Rochester New York to review and analyze our General Bylaws and our
Zoning Bylaws. General Code reports that since 1961 it has done 3000 codifications
for municipalities in 30 states and Canada. As a result of this engagement, General Code, working
with Town Counsel, has prepared a recodification of both our General Bylaws and our Zoning
Bylaws to correct citations and references and fix conflicts, duplication, inconsistencies, and
compliance with state statutory requirements. The recodification does not make substantive changes
in our bylaws and instead cleans up language and gathers our legislation together by topic and
orders it into a systematic Code of Laws that lets people easily locate specific legislated areas of
interest. General Code’s recodification comes in two parts: Article 19 addresses General
Code’s recodification of the General Bylaws and Article 20 addresses General Code’s recodification
of our Zoning Bylaw.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Planning Board:
Recommend Approval by a Vote of 3-0

Article 20:

Zoning Bylaw Amendment - Large Home Review Process

To see if the Town will vote to AMEND the Zoning Bylaws Section 300-5.5 LARGE HOUSE
PLAN REVIEW as follows, or take any other action related thereto:
5.5

LARGE HOUSE PLAN REVIEW
1. Where applicable, no permit to build, construct, reconstruct or expand any residential
building or structure shall be issued by the building inspector until a written statement
from the Planning Board of final approval has been received, in accordance with the
provisions of this Section 5.5.
1 2.

Notwithstanding the area requirements set forth in preceding subsections of this
Section 5, and any variances obtained from same, the RGFA for any residential building
or structure, in any residential district, to be constructed pursuant to a building permit
issued on or after 2/18/04 either as new construction or as an exterior alteration,
expansion/ extension/ enlargement, reconstruction or replacement of an existing
residential building or structure, may not exceed the greater of 3,500 square feet or 10%
of the area of the lot up to a maximum of 6,000 square feet, absent review as follows.
This threshold does not diminish or nullify the applicability of any of the other area
regulations set forth in Section 5 that may or may not have an impact upon the calculation
of RGFA, except where the changed size does not exceed 10% of RGFA.

2 3. Where the RGFA of the applicant, exceeds these limits, the proposed work shall be
submitted for a Large House Plan Review by the Planning Board. The Planning Board
shall review and discuss the Large House Plan with the applicant and abutters, toward the
objective of making the proposed plan harmonious with, and not harmful, injurious or
objectionable to existing uses in the area. The Planning Board will consider the following
factors in their review of the project:
A. Scale of Buildings. Proposed construction, will be reviewed in relation to the scale of
other structures in its vicinity, through the use of appropriate massing, screening,
lighting, building and siding materials and other architectural techniques such as
variation in detail, form and siting. Consideration shall be given to the need for
vegetated buffers or screening. Structures shall be arranged to minimize casting
shadows onto abutting property.
B. Preservation of Landscape. Minimizing changes to wetlands, flood plains, hilltops,
grade changes, vegetation and soil removal, of the existing landscape is encouraged.
This includes, unique natural areas, topographic features such as ledge outcrops,
significant trees and landscaping, and historic features.
C. Lighting. Exterior lighting shall be only as needed to accomplish safety and design
objectives and shall be arranged so as to minimize the impact on neighboring
properties.
D. Circulation. Walkways, drives and parking shall be safe and convenient and, insofar
as practicable, not detract from the use and enjoyment of adjacent properties and
Town streets.
The above criteria may be superseded and/or supplemented by the Planning Board
based on previous reviews, decisions and recommendations from large house plan
reviews or by the requirements of other permits needed for the proposed building or
structure to be constructed.
3 4.
A person applying for a Large House Plan Review shall file an applicaton with the
Planning Board, including a copies of a site plan, and filing fee and RGFA calculation
certified by a registered Architect or Engineer and the following documentation as
required by the Planning Board: a site plan showing the location of the subject house, and
the existing and proposed site conditions, topography, building elevations, setbacks, lot
coverages, floor area ratios, grading and landscape design; for an existing house,
photographs of all sides, and for both existing and proposed houses, a drawn or
computer-generated depiction of how the house is proposed to appear post-construction,
including exterior materials; a context map with a narrative description of the
surrounding neighborhood with data regarding house styles, sizes, dimensions, building
siding materials, and context photographs of all houses within a 300-ft. radius of the
proposed house location.

The application and site plan shall include the elements to be reviewed by the Planning
Board and shall also include such further information as the Planning Board shall
reasonably require by rule or regulation. Not less than two permanent survey monuments
shall be located on the property in question and shown on the plan, unless waived by the
Planning Board. In subsequent applications concerning the same subject matter, the
Planning Board may waive the filing of plans and documents to the extent they duplicate
those previously filed. Copies of the rules and regulations concerning the Large House
Plan Review shall be filed with the Town Clerk.

4 5.a. The Planning Board shall hold a hearing within 35 days of the filing of an application
with the Town Clerk for a Large House Plan Review with respect to a residential building or
structure having an RGFA exceeding the threshold established by section 5.5 .1 2.
b. The Planning Board shall, within one week of receipt of site plan application,
transmit to appropriate town boards and departments, for review, one copy of the
application and site plan.
c. Notice of such hearing shall be given to the applicant and all abutters in the manner
called for in the Planning Board rules and regulations.
d. Within 21 14 days after the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Board
shall inform the Building Inspector that the hearing has been completed and furnish
the Building Inspector, in writing, with any recommendations, which are relevant to
the issuance of the building permit issue a written statement of its final decision on
the application, a copy of which shall be filed with the Town Clerk.
e. In the event that the Planning Board issues a written statement of final approval
pursuant to this Section 5.5, any building, reconstruction, or expansion shall be
carried on only in conformity with any conditions, modifications or recommendations
subject to which the Planning Board shall have made its findings and determinations
and in conformity with the application, plan and other supporting documents, and
representations of the applicant, on the basis of which the findings and determinations
are made by the Planning Board.
f. Any substantial changes or design deviations from the reviewed project must be
approved by the Building Inspector as “minor” in nature or the project must be
resubmitted to the Planning Board for a subsequent, additional review.

Board of Selectmen for the PLANNING BOARD

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: The proposed changes to the Large House Plan Review zoning
bylaw will provide clarity of the review requirements and provides relief for those homeowners
planning small changes to their existing house. All language will be included in the proposed
renumbering of the Cohasset Bylaws.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 8-0
Planning Board:
Recommend Approval by a Vote of 3-0

Article 21: General Bylaw Amendment Article for Prohibition of Marijuana Establishments
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Cohasset General Bylaws by adding a new
Section 43 to Article VII of such Bylaws entitled Prohibition of Marijuana Establishments; or to take
any other action related thereto.
Section 43. Prohibition of Marijuana Establishments
Pursuant to Section 3 of Chapter 94G of Massachusetts General Laws, all types of marijuana
establishments, as defined by Section 1 of Chapter 94G of Massachusetts General Laws and as may
otherwise be defined by Massachusetts law or regulation, including without limitation all marijuana
cultivators, marijuana testing facilities, marijuana product manufacturers, marijuana retailers, on-site
consumption at a business location, all other types of licensed marijuana-related businesses, and the
conducting of any such activity for commercial purposes by whichever name used, shall be
prohibited within the Town of Cohasset. This prohibition shall not be construed to affect the medical
use of marijuana as expressly authorized by the provisions of Chapter 369 of the Acts of 2012 and
105 CMR 725.000.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article would ban retail marijuana sale, businesses, and all
related activity in Cohasset.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-4

Article 22:

Zoning Bylaw Amendment Article for Prohibition of Marijuana Establishments

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Cohasset Zoning Bylaw to prohibit marijuana
establishments in all zoning districts by amending the Table of Use Regulations in Section 300-4.2
of the Zoning Bylaw to insert at the end of the Table of Use Regulations a new provision and a new
subsection 15 to Section 300-4.3 as follows; or to take any other action related thereto.
Marijuana Establishments (Non Medical)

No No No No No No No No No No

15. Marijuana Establishments Prohibited. Pursuant to Section 3 of Chapter 94G of Massachusetts
General Laws, all types of marijuana establishments, as defined by Section 1 of Chapter 94G of
Massachusetts General Laws and as may otherwise be defined by Massachusetts law or regulation,
including without limitation all marijuana cultivators, marijuana testing facilities, marijuana product
manufacturers, marijuana retailers, on-site consumption at a business location, all other types of
licensed marijuana-related businesses, and the conducting of any such activity for commercial
purposes by whichever name used, shall be prohibited within all zoning districts and the Town of
Cohasset. This prohibition shall not be construed to affect the medical use of marijuana as expressly
authorized by the provisions of Chapter 369 of the Acts of 2012 and 105 CMR 725.000.
Board of Selectmen for the PLANNING BOARD
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article would ban all retail and other marijuana businesses
from Cohasset (with the exception of medical marijuana, which is already allowed in one zoning
district).
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-4
Planning Board:
Recommend Approval by a Vote of 3-0

Article 23:

Zoning Bylaw Amendment Article to Extend Temporary Moratorium

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Cohasset Zoning Bylaw to extend the temporary
moratorium on marijuana establishments by six months through December 31, 2018 to allow the
Town time to study, reflect and decide on how to govern the time, place and manner of marijuana
establishment operations and the number of marijuana establishments consistent with Chapter 94G
of the General Laws and the regulations of the Cannabis Control Commission by replacing June 30,
2018 with December 31, 2018 so that Subsection 21.4 of Section 21 shall be amended to read as
follows:
21.4 Expiration. Section 21 of the Zoning Bylaw and the temporary moratorium shall be in
effect through the end of December 31, 2018.
Or to take any action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the PLANNING BOARD
INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article would extend the moratoria on all retail and
marijuana related businesses in Cohasset to allow for further study of the issue should Articles 22
and 23 not be adopted.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 5-0
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 9-0
Planning Board:
Recommend Approval by a Vote of 3-0

Article 24:

CITIZEN’S PETITION: Harbor Committee Membership

To add the Cohasset Center for Student Coastal Research (CSCR) and the Cohasset Maritime
Institute (CMI) as Full Members of the Cohasset Harbor Committee.
CSCR and CMI came into being after the Town created the Harbor Committee. CSCR and CMI
have become an integral part of the public access to and stewardship for Cohasset Harbor. There are
no financial implications with this change.
To see if the Town will vote to amend the number of members on the Harbor Committee by deleting
the number (9) in section 9 of the General Bylaws and insert in its place the number (11) and to
further amend the section by inserting after the phrase, “One (1) Representative of the Yacht Club;”,
the Phrase, “One (1) Representative of the Cohasset Center for Student Coastal Research; One (1)
Representative of the Cohasset Maritime Institute;”
Name:
Lisa Hewitt Dick
John C. Buckley
Deborah S. Cook
Gail Collins
Susan Hoadley

Address:
27 Parker Ave.
272 North Main St.
281 King Street
404 South Main St.
174 Hull St.

Name:
George F. Baumgarten
Barbara J. Baumgarten
John Bryant
Susan Bryant
Susan Wilcox

Address:
260 Forest Ave.
260 Forest Ave.
251 Forest Ave.
251 Forest Ave.
26 Parker Ave.

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: This Article would add two additional named positions to the
Harbor Committee - one position for Cohasset Maritime Institute and one for Cohasset Center for
Student Coastal Research. CMI and CSCR bring unique, contemporary perspectives on providing
public access to Cohasset Harbor. These institutions offer rowing for all, scientific study of the
Harbor for Middle High School students, research into Harbor ecology, advocacy for
comprehensive solutions to preserve and protect the Harbor. Adding CMI and CSCR adds
important partners to help accomplish the mission of the Harbor Committee.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 4-1
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 7-0-1

Article 25:

CITIZEN’S PETITION – Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw

To see if the Town will vote to create amend the Town of Cohasset General Bylaws by adding a new
Section to Article VII entitled “Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw” as follows, or take any action related
hereto.
Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw
1. Purpose and Intent
The production and use of thin-film, single-use plastic checkout bags have significant impacts on the
environment, including but not limited to: contributing to the potential death of marine animals
through ingestion and entanglement; contributing to pollution of the land environment; creating a
burden to solid waste collection and recycling facilities (Cohasset does not recycle plastic bags);
clogging storm drainage systems; requiring the use of millions of barrels of crude oil nationally for
their manufacture; and plastic bags are not biodegradable so they gradually disintegrate into minute
particles which absorb toxins contaminating the food chain including the food humans eat.
The goal of this bylaw is to reduce the common use of plastic checkout bags and to encourage the
use of reusable bags by consumers, thereby reducing local land and marine pollution, advancing
solid waste reduction, protecting the Town’s unique natural beauty and irreplaceable natural
resources, and improving the quality of life for the citizens of the Town.
2. Definitions
“Checkout Bag” means a bag with or without handles provided by a Store to a customer at the point
of sale that is intended for the purpose of transporting food or merchandise out of the Store.
“Single-use Plastic Checkout Bag” means a plastic Checkout Bag that is less than 4 mils thick.
“Recyclable Paper Bag” means a paper bag that is 100% recyclable and contains at least 40% postconsumer recycled content, and displays in a visible manner on the outside of the bag (1) the word
“recyclable” or a symbol identifying the bag as recyclable and (2) a label identifying the bag as
being made from post-consumer recycled content and the percentage of post-consumer recycled
content in the bag.
“Compostable Plastic Bag” means a plastic bag that 1) conforms to the current ASTM D6400 for
composability as well as ASTM D7081 for biodegradability in the marine environment 2) is certified
as meeting the ASTM D6400 and ASTM D7081 standard specification by a recognized verification
entity and 3) conforms to any other standards deemed acceptable by this section.
“Reusable Bag” means as bag that is either a) made of cloth or other machine washable fabric: or b)
made of plastic other than polyethylene or polyvinyl chloride that is durable, non-toxic, and
generally considered a food grade material that is more than 4 mils. in thickness.

“Product Bag” means 1) a bag in which loose produce, bulk items, unwrapped baked goods or
prepared food, or other products are placed by the consumer to deliver such items to the point of sale
or check out area of the store, or 2) a bag that contains or wraps food to retain moisture or to
segregate foods (like meat or ice cream) or other items to prevent contamination or damage when the
items are placed together in a Recyclable Bag or Reusable Bag, or 3) a bag without handles used to
cover clothing such as dry cleaning bag.
“Store” means any commercial enterprise selling goods, food or services directly to the public,
whether for or not for profit, including, but not limited to, convenience and grocery stores, markets,
restaurants, pharmacies, liquor stores, take-out food purveyors, and merchandise retailers.
“ASTM D6400” means the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) international
“Standard Specification for Compostable Plastics.”
“ASTM D7081” means ASTM International “Standard Specification for Biodegradable Plastics in
the Marine Environment.”
3. Use Regulations
3.1 No Store in the Town shall provide to any customer a Plastic Checkout Bag. Existing stock
should be phased out within six months of November 1, 2018 and any remaining stock should
be disposed of properly.
3.2 If a Store provides Checkout Bags, they may only provide Reusable, Recyclable or
Compostable Bags.
3.3 If a store provides product bags to customers, the bag shall comply with the requirements of
being either a Reusable, Recyclable or Compostable bag.
4. Administration and Enforcement
4.1 The enforcement of this law is the responsibility of the Town Manager, and may be
enforced by any Town Police Officer or agent of the Board of Health and other individuals
appointed by the Town Manager.
4.2 A person, individually or by his servant or agent, who violates any provision of this bylaw
may be penalized by a non-criminal disposition pursuant to G.L. Chapter 40, Section 21D and the
Town’s non-criminal disposition bylaw. The following penalties apply:






first violation: a written warning
second violation: $100 fine
third violation $200 fine
fourth and subsequent violations $300 fine
Each day the violation continues constitutes a separate violation.

5. Effective Date
This bylaw takes effect on November 1, 2018.
Name:
Paulette Marino
Ruth H. Brown
Anthony P. Emanuello
Cynthia Dedes
Laurie Wimberly

Address:
35 Smith Place
534 Beechwood St.
75 Hull St.
207 South Main St.
119 Border St.

Name:
John Geyer
Erika McHugh
David Hackbarth
Grace Evans
Heather J. Comerford

Address:
662 Jerusalem Rd.
18 Pleasant St.
35 Cedar St.
76 Howard Gleason Rd.
285 North Main St.

INFORMATIONAL SUMMARY: The sponsors of this article are Katie Dunn and Martha Gangemi,
who will speak to this proposal at Town Meeting. The goal of this citizen's petition is to reduce the
use of single-use plastic bags in Cohasset and to encourage the use of reusable, biodegradable,
compostable and recyclable bags. Cohasset would be joining 65 other towns in Massachusetts as
well as the city of Boston that have already successfully enacted similar plastic bag bans.
Board of Selectmen: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 4-0-1
Advisory Committee: Recommend Approval by a Vote of 9-0

